LESSON REVIEW

German ideologist who believed Hindus are not Polytheistic:
Max Muller . “Belief in one god without denying the existence
of others...” Henotheistic belief. The Indo-Aryans believed in
One and Only God called Brahman . The word “Brahman”
derived from: Vedic Sanskrit The state of God beyond
our time, space or causation Transcendental . Is the
state of God when he is neither a male or female, beyond sex:

Nirguna Brahman . The impersonal God is also known
as Tat

When we think of the infinite God with our finite mind, we
unknowingly project a limited god. Our mind can never

think of God other than in human terms. The idea of
Personal God is not the ultimate truth about God according
to Hinduism. The personal god is also known as
Ishvara . By his maya he has created the world with

good and evil in it.

What are the functions of Ishvara: Create

Preserve , and Destroy When Ishvara creates,
his character (aspect) is better known as Brahma . When
Ishvara preserves, his character (aspect) is better known as
Vishnu . When Ishvara destroys, his character (aspect) is
better known as Shiva . Ishvara is sexless. Yet the Hindus
can look upon Ishvara as both Father and Mother

19th century saint looked upon God as the Divine Mother,
generate great closeness with God: Shri Ramakrishna

The moral order or basic law, in Sanskrit is called Rita . Rita

maintains the regularity and orderliness of everything in this
universe

Ishvara who gives knowledge and wisdom: Saraswati

[shvara who gives wealth and prosperity: Laxmi It
should be clearly understood that the deities are not so
many different gods. Hindus like to personify various aspects of
one and the same Ishvara

Devas and Devis are created beings. The Sanskrit word
div means to shine . The word div in Sanskrit means “to
shine.” One of the greatest of the Devas in Hinduism is
Hiranyagarbha . Puranas deify Hiranyagarbha and raise
to the level of Ishvara , then he is called Brahma , the
creator. Created beings who have exalted to high position as Devas
and Devis, has done so by their meritorious deeds done on
earth.

Avatara is Sanskrit means divine incarnation . The first
divine incarnation was in the form of a/an: fish . God
incarnates other than human form is because all creatures

are created by God.

The Shrimad Bhagavata mentioned the possibility of

innumerable Divine Incarnations. The Vedas do not speak
of Divine Incarnations instead they talk about Rishis _ or
Sages : During the Puranic period the Divine

Incarnation was correctly interpreted.

Two reasons why God incarnates into our world to inspire &

to liberate from ignorance . When God incarnates, He
willingly takes upon Himself human limitations

When God incarnates, He is perfect from His very
birth

“Do not grieve; for I shall liberate you from all sins,” says
Shri Krishna in Bhagavad Gita 18:66. Hindus believe in
Ignorance as opposed to “evil or sin” written in the Bible.
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